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Dear students and parent(s)/guardian(s), 

 

At the end of the Junior Certificate year students must decide what subjects they will 

study for the Senior Cycle/Leaving Certificate programme. Apart from the core subjects, 

English, Irish and Mathematics, there are many optional subjects from which they can 

choose . This booklet should provide some information which may be helpful to students 

and parents in making these choices. It can also be used as a resource when making 

career choices at a later date. 

 

Should students or parents/guardians wish to discuss any of the implications of these 

choices do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mary Mulcahy 

Brídín Kearney 
Guidance Counsellors 
Tel.:066-7122737 
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CONSIDERATIONS IN CHOOSING SUBJECTS 

 

 

 

 

 

Choosing subjects requires research, discussion, reflection and decision. 

When choosing subjects, consider the following: 

ABILITY/INTEREST: 

Ability and interest are very important considerations as you will work harder and 

achieve more in subjects which you enjoy and are good at. 

 

CAREERS: 

Some courses/careers have very specific subject entry requirements while others have 

very general entry requirements (discussed in more detail later). 

 

RELEVANCE: 

Remember, not every subject has to have a specific relevance or use other than your 

enjoyment of the subject.  

 

KEEPING OPTIONS OPEN: 

Keep your range of subjects as broad as possible – business, science, humanities etc. 

Remember that current career preference may not reflect future career preference. 

However, if you have a particular interest in a specific area then it might be wise to 

choose a second subject from this group. 

Websites:  

www.ncca.ie 

 www.qualifax.ie 

www.careersportal.ie 

www.cao.ie 

www.ucas.com 

http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.ucas.com/
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www.nui.ie 

www.unibrowse.ie 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

 

Some detail is given in this document but the best person to advise you is your subject 

teacher. They can provide you with information on the course content over the next two 

years and guide you on your ability in and potential to do well in the subject.  

 

 

 

SUBJECT GROUPINGS 

 

Core Subjects: Irish , English, Maths 

 

Humanities: Art, Home Economics, History, Geography, Music, Religious 

Education 

 

Science: Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Agricultural Science, Applied Maths . 

 

Business: Accountancy, Business, Economics   

 

Practical: Construction Studies  

 

Languages: French, German 

http://www.nui.ie/
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Gaeilge (Irish) 

 

 

Irish is compulsory for all students unless they have had an exemption from Irish at Junior 

Level (see www.nui.ie) 

Aim: that students… 

Understand the spoken language 

Understand the written language 

Communicate in the spoken language 

Communicate in the written language 

 

Course Content: 

- 5 poems common to Higher & Ordinary Level    

- 5 poems for Higher Level or An Triall.  

-5 Prose Stories.  

- Essay    

 -Comprehension Work 

- Aural (listening) and Oral (speaking) Work. 

 

The oral is worth 40% (H & O) and the aural is worth 10% (H & O) 

 

Students may also take Foundation Level but this will affect college entry so it is 

very important that all students check college and course requirements 

carefully.(www.qualifax.ie) 

 

http://www.nui.ie/
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Useful for: Translator, Law, Journalism, Teaching, Broadcasting, Civil Service, Guards, 

Army, Acting, Politics. A H5  is needed for Primary Teaching. 

 

 

ENGLISH 

 

 

 

 

 

English is compulsory for all students.  

Course Content: 

• Composition 

• Comprehension 

• Shakespearean Text 

• Comparative Text including film 

• Prescribed Poetry 

• Unseen Poetry 

 

Useful for: Journalism, Communications, Translator, Acting, Teaching, Broadcasting, 

Law, Marketing, Speech Therapy, Receptionist, Public Relations, Secretary, Librarian, 

Solicitor, Barrister, Medicine, Nursing etc. 

 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 

 

http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/ORAD/KAD/expert_panel/2mathgr.gif
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Maths is compulsory for all students. It is offered at higher, ordinary and foundation 

level. As it is so important to pass Maths in the Leaving Certificate we strongly 

recommend that all students follow the recommendation of their teachers.  

 

Course Content: 

Ordinary Level: 

Everyday arithmetic; Algebra; Geometry; Complex Numbers; Statistics; Choices & 

Probability; Trigonometry; Calculus; Sequences & Series; Binomial Expansion. 

Higher 

 All of the above at a more advanced level and in greater depth 

+ 

Integration; Applications 

Higher Level is needed for most Engineering, Mathematical, Physics and Actuarial 

courses in University. Check with individual colleges, search engines and guidance 

counsellor for confirmation. 

 

Foundation Maths: 

Foundation level Maths is not accepted by all colleges for entry. Therefore it is essential 

that students check that doing Foundation Level Maths will not have an adverse effect on 

their choice of 3rd level programme or career. Speak to the Guidance Counsellor before 

making any decision.  

 

 

Science Group: 

___________ ____________ 

Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Agricultural Science, Applied 

Maths 

http://www.flascience.org/art/iconmicroscope.jpg
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BIOLOGY means ‘The Study of Life’ is all its variety of forms. The human race 

shares this planet with one and half million species of animals and plants, many of which 

are essential for our survival as a species. It follows, therefore, that knowledge of the 

science of biology is essential for an understanding of human life and the living 

environment around us. 

 

The Leaving Certificate Biology course is divided into 3 units. 

1. The study of Life. 

2. The Cell. 

3. The Organism. 

Students undertake a range of mandatory practical work, laboratory work and fieldwork. 

Yet Biology is very much a theoretical subject whereby 100% of the subject is examined 

in the terminal written exam in June. 

 

Useful for: Biology as a life science is a ground level subject which leads directly to 

many ‘Bio’ orientated 3rd level courses: Biochemistry, Dentistry, Food Science, Food 

Technology,Medicine,Microbiology,Nursing,Paramedics,Physiotherapy and Veterinary 

Science. 

 

 

 

PHYSICS, as a subject, is an adventure! It can be challenging but it can also be 

rewarding. Understanding a little more about the often-surprising ways of the physical 

world, far from detracting from your appreciation of nature, can make the world seem a 

more fascinating and complex place.  

How does the electric motor work? What evidence do we have that the Universe is 

expanding (the Big Bang)? Why is it that sound can go around corners but light cannot? 
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How can we measure the power of an athlete? The answer to these questions and many 

more can be found in the study of Physics.  

 

 

These are the main areas of study including some of the applications covered:  

• Mechanics (force and movement): satellites, collisions, acceleration of a car. 

• Optics: optical fibres, correcting faulty eyesight, mirrors  

• Heat: different temperature scales, refrigerators  

• Waves: spectra of light, loudness of sounds (decibels)  

• Electricity and magnetism: generators, Earth’s magnetism  

• Atomic and nuclear physics: television “tubes”, radioactivity, transistors.  

Career Areas: Some of the career areas in which Physics can be particularly useful are 

Medical; Optician; Technical; Engineering and Architectural; Electronic; 

Communications; Information Technology, Scientific; Aviation. 

Physics is essential for: Dentistry UCC (Physics or Biology); Theoretical Physics (H3); 

some Applied Physics courses or courses that are physics related. 

Note: Higher level Mathematics is not a requirement for Leaving Certificate Physics 

topics – however it is better suited to students with mathematical inclination.  
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Agricultural Science 

 

Agricultural Science involves the study of the Science and technology underlying the 

principles and practices of agriculture. It aims to develop knowledge, skills, and attitudes 

that promote the sustainability of agricultural resources and places emphasis on the 

managed use of these resources. Plants and animal types associated with agriculture are 

studied and investigations are undertaken into such aspects as soil, ecology, plant and 

animal physiology, farm crops, farming practice, genetics and microbiology. 

 

Agricultural Science is assessed at two levels-Ordinary level and Higher level. The exam 

consists of a terminal paper (75%) and work assessed accounts for 25%. 

 

Career Areas: Horticulture, Food Science, Environmental Science, Forestry, Farming, 

and Marine  

 

 

 

The study of CHEMISTRY is desirable not only for those who wish to pursue a 

career in science or in careers allied to science, but also for those who wish to gain a 

deeper understanding of the world around them.  

Chemistry is very much the central foundation science subject, which makes it ideal to 

pair with Physics and Applied Maths. Students of third level Medical courses are advised 

to choose both Physics and Biology to partner their Chemistry choice.  

The Chemistry syllabus features assessment of practical work and industrial case studies 

with a particular emphasis on environmental control. Topics include: the Periodic Table; 

Atomic Structure; Stoichiometry; Formulae and Equation; Chemical Equilibrium; 

Electrochemistry; Volumetric analysis etc. 

Usefulness: Not only is the place of Chemistry central to most courses in Natural 

Sciences offered in third level education, but it is also an essential element in the study of 

Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Physiotherapy, Engineering, Agricultural 
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Science, Nursing, Pharmacy, Medical Laboratory Technology and numerous technician 

courses.  

Assessment: 100% terminal exam. 

Useful skills: commitment to hard work; mathematical ability; interest in environmental 

and pharmaceutical issues. 

Note: A H4 grade in higher level Chemistry is required for Human Nutrition & Dietetics 

degree in DIT; Medicine and Dentistry in UCC; Pharmacy and Veterinary Medicine 

UCD; Pharmacy in TCD; Applied Chemistry degrees. 

 

 

 

 

Applied Maths 

Students learn how to apply mathematical knowledge to solve every day problem areas 

like Physics, Engineering, Geography and Biological Sciences. This mathematical 

analysis is used to compute velocity, acceleration, motion, energy and power etc. The 

units of study may include, equilibrium under concurrent forces, pressure in liquids, 

differential equations and centre of gravity. Those who wish to study Engineering, 

Science, Actuary, Architecture or Mathematics at third level will find First Year easier. 

 

Assessment: 100% terminal written exam 

 

 

 

COURSES REQUIRING TWO HIGHER LEVEL SCIENCE SUBJECTS  
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as a minimum entry requirement: 

 

Essential for:      Level/Grade:     

Medicine (TCD)      1H3+1H4 from  Ph/Ch/Bi&HPAT 

Dentistry (TCD)     1H3+1H4 from Ph/Ch/Bi. 

Physiotherapy (TCD)     2H4 from Maths /Ph/Ch/Bi 

Pharmacy (TCD)     H4(Chem)+1H4 from  

Maths/Ph/Bi/Applied Maths 

Science (TCD)                           2H4 from Maths/Ph/Ch/Bi/Applied 

Maths 

Human Genetics (TCD)    2H4from Ph/Ch/Bi/Maths 

Dentistry (UCC)     H4 (Ch) + in either  (Ph/Bi) 

Medicine (UCC)     H4(Ch) + in either (Ph/Bi) 

Pharmacy (UCC)     H5(Ch) + H4 in either (Ph/Bi) 

 

* This list is not exhaustive.  

 

In addition most science based courses in the UK require 2H4 from P/C/B + Higher 

Maths 

 

Abbreviations:  

M=Maths, P=Physics, C=Chemistry, B=Biology,  

Note: that while only a small number of courses require two Science subjects, it is 

advisable to choose two Science subjects if one is seriously interested in a Science based 

course. 

 

THE SCIENCE REQUIREMENTS ARE VERY DETAILED SO PLEASE CHECK 

COLLEGE AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS BEFORE MAKING DECISIONS. 

REQUIREMENTS CAN CHANGE AT ANY TIME. 
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Practical Group 

 

Construction Studies 

Leaving Certificate Construction Studies provides students in the senior cycle of post-

primary education with an introduction to the knowledge and skills involved in 

construction technology and construction materials and processes. 

Why Study Construction Studies? 

This practical subject gives students hands-on experience working with tools and 

machinery. Students also undertake theoretical and background work for their final 

examinations which provides the students with useful skills for working in the sector.  

What kind of Student would Construction Studies suit? 

• It is recommended that a student taking Leaving Certificate Construction Studies 

has a general interest in buildings and the built environment. 
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• Each student should have an aptitude for, and an interest in design and practical 

work. 

Construction Studies introduces students to the knowledge and skills associated with 

construction technology and construction materials and practices. 

This is achieved through both theoretical study and integrated practical projects which 

provide a basis for the thorough exploration of materials and processes. 

The course is essentially about the study of buildings and the built environment. The 

theoretical part of the course examines all parts of building from the planning stages to 

the completed building. The course is studied under the following main headings: 

• Planning and Design 

• Drawings and Documents 

• Site Preliminaries and Foundations 

• Walls, Partitions 

• Floors, Roofs 

• Fireplaces 

• Windows and Doors 

• Stairs 

• Plastering and Painting 

• Plumbing and Heating 

• Services Drainage 

• Sustainability (passive design) 

• Retro fitting (upgrading old dwellings) 

 

 

Exam Structure 

Construction studies is assessed at two levels, Ordinary level and Higher level 

There is a written examination, a practical test, and an assessment of student project 

work. 

The examination at both higher and ordinary level has three separate components: 

Section A   Three hour written paper worth 300 marks. The exam consists of 10 

questions out of which five have to be attempted. Question 1 is a compulsory drawing 

question of a building detail. 
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Section B   4-hour practical woodwork exam where the student makes a small item out 

of timber under exam conditions. The exam normally takes place in May. This accounts 

for 150 marks. 

Section C   Building Project where the student makes a building detail, a scale model of a 

building or a craft piece. The student also produces a portfolio to accompany the project 

that they make. Ideally this project must be completed by Christmas. This accounts for 

150 marks. 

Studying this subject will be useful for anyone thinking of working/studying in the 

following areas: building management, carpentry, electrician, town planning, insurance 

claims, heating and ventilation and housing management. 

 

 

Language Group 

_________     ____________ 

French , German 

 

The general educational aims of a foreign language teaching are:  

1. to make it possible for pupils to take up job and further education/training 

opportunities, which may involve some use of the target language (increasingly 

important in the context of the development of the E.U.)  

2. to develop the pupils’ capacity to engage in useful interactions in another 

language.  

3. to give pupils an awareness of another culture.  

4. to contribute to pupils’ awareness of language as a system of communication.  

5. to develop an awareness of the grammatical structure of language.  

6. to encourage and equip pupils to participate in social and cultural activities, 

involving use of the target language.  

7. to give pupils the kind of language learning experience that will encourage and 

facilitate their learning other languages later in life. 

http://ehlt.flinders.edu.au/deptlang/images/languages2e.gif
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The Leaving Certificate examination at both higher and ordinary levels consists of:  

            1.          an oral examination (25% H.L)(20% O.L) 

            2.         a listening comprehension test (20% HL) (25% (O.L) 

            3.         reading comprehension tests( 30%H.L) (40%O.L) 

            4.         various tests of written production, including letter writing. 

(25%H.L)(15%O.L) 

 

A foreign language is useful for: Air Traffic Controller; Piloting; International 

Marketing; Translator; Travel Agent; Journalist; Hotel Manager; Dept. of Foreign 

Affairs; Librarian; Interpreter; Au Pair; Chef, Courier; Tourism. 

 

THE THIRD LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT 

 

• A Third Language is required for entry to the National University of Ireland 

(NUI) colleges – University College Cork (UCC), NUI Maynooth, NUI Galway, 

University College Dublin (UCD) and other associated colleges such as the Royal 

College of Surgeons, Shannon College of Hotel Management, St.Angela’s 

College of Education, National College of Art & Design, Institute of Public 

Administration, Miltown Institute of Theology & Philosophy. The Cadets in the 

Defense Force also require a modern European language.  

• Courses that do not require the Third Language: Engineering & Agricultural 

courses at UCD; Engineering and Science courses at NUI Maynooth; Engineering 

and Science Courses in NUI Galway (except GY304); Science, Engineering and 

Food Science in UCC.  

• University of Limerick (UL): English & another language; Dublin City University 

(DCU): English or Irish; Trinity College Dublin (TCD) accepts a “language other 

than English” e.g. Irish. 

• Students entering the National College of Art and Design may present the subject 

Art in place of the Third Language. 

• Institutes of Technology accept English or Irish for entry purposes. 
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• Many colleges have a language requirement for specific courses such as European 

Studies, Law with a language, Commerce with a language etc.  

 

N.B. Students may be exempt from the Third Language on the grounds of a Specific 

Learning Difficulty such as dyslexia. However, in order to be granted this exemption 

for college a student must present (i) a School Record Form completed by the principal 

and (ii) a Certification Form completed by a qualified professional accompanied by a 

psychological assessment. Forms are available from the National University of Ireland, 

49 Merrion Sqaure, Dublin 2, or may be downloaded from www.nui.ie 

The learning difficulty should be brought to the attention of the Guidance Counsellor and 

Learning Support Teacher immediately.  
 

 

 

 

Business Group 

Accounting, Business Economics 

____________ 

 

ACCOUNTING is a subject that suits the organised methodical person who likes 

definite answers.  

 

Students of accounting will be able to see and understand published company accounts, 

make comparison of performance between companies, be able to take care of the basic 

accounting needs of a small business, club, farm or service firm (cash flows, final 

accounts, budgeting etc.), study information needed for management decision-making 

etc. 

 

There are no prerequisites for the study of accounting – just an interest in working with 

figures. However, it is useful that all students in Presentation Secondary School will have 

studied Business Studies for the Junior Certificate. 

http://www.nui.ie/


 18 

 

Useful Skills: Being comfortable with numbers; being able to record, organise and 

present financial information; an ability to think logically and clearly. 

 

Assessment: is based entirely on the terminal written examination. 

 

Courses/Careers for which Accountancy is useful:  Accountancy, Finance, Management, 

Business, Banking, Teaching, Computer Systems, Marketing, Taxation, Insurance. 

 

 

 

BUSINESS is an exciting, practical and vocationally-oriented course that introduces 

students in simple and logical steps to the world of business. 

 

The course aims to create an awareness of the importance of enterprise and to generate a 

positive and ethical attitude in both business and personal life. They will also learn the 

necessary skills and characteristics to become a successful entrepreneur/manager, how 

best  to market ones company from initial brainstorming of ideas to product/service 

development, to achieving sales of product or service and advertising will be studied. 

 

The syllabus is broken up into 3 broad areas: 

• People in business (the entrepreneurs, the managers, the workers and the 

consumers). 

• Enterprise (taking the business ideas and developing them into effective business 

enterprises). 

• Environment (how business relates to and connects with the environment, both 

domestic and international). 

 

Business Studies, though not essential, forms an intricate part of any 3rd level business 

course and is also relevant to numerous career opportunities such as: Clerical work, 

Customs and Excise, Law, Teaching, Sales, Management, Insurance, Taxation, 

Marketing. 
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Assessment: is based entirely on the terminal written exam in June. 

 

Useful Skills: Ability to understand and summarise information; ability to express oneself 

in written format; ability to organise and present information.  

 

 

 

ECONOMICS: Every time we open a newspaper or watch a news bulletin we are  

 

exposed to Economics. It is a way of thinking about how people make decisions and  

 

interact with each other. It is part of our every day life. As such it is one of the cognitive 

 

and social sciences such as psychology, sociology and philosophy. It explains how we get  

 

our incomes, how we use them, the supply of resources and the production and exchange  

 

of goods and services. This subject covers a wide range of topics including inflation, 

 

 banking, international trade, the E.U, the role of the government in the control of the 

 

economy, competition and markets. It is a good preparation for entry to many third level  

 

Business or Journalism courses. To do well in this subject you need to have an interest in  

 

economic matters and  be interested in programmes such as Prime Time, Frontline and  

 

Budget specials. 

 

Assessment: 100% terminal exam. 

 

Careers for which Economics is useful: Finance, Management, Business, Teaching and  

 

Marketing. It is studied at third level as part of all Business courses, as an Arts subject, on  

 

Management, Engineering, Construction, Journalism and many more courses. 
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Humanities 

_______________ _______________ 

Art, History, Geography, Music, Religious Education Home Economics 

 

 

ART: The art course is comprised of Art Appreciation and History of Art, incorporating 

topics such as history, imaginative composition, still life, design, life sketching, 2 

dimensional work, craft (pottery, screen and lino printing) and ceramic sculpture. 

 

Art, craft and design education develops a number of important personal qualities, 

particularly those of initiative, perseverance, sensibility and self-reliance. It also develops 

a visual awareness and an appreciation of art, architecture and the environment. It is a 

broad-ranging course, giving students an appreciation of the aesthetic values of life. 

 

Art is a highly versatile subject, which prepares pupils for a wide range of careers such as 

marketing and design in the industrial, commercial and advertising areas; media work in 

T.V. and video design production; fashion design and industry; craft businesses; product 

design. 

 

Assessment: All the practical work (2/3rds) of the paper is completed in May; the 

remaining 1/3rd (History of Art) is completed in June. 

 

Note: An art portfolio is required for entry to all third level art and design courses. 

http://www.stjoanofarc.org/school/grade7/history.jpg
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HISTORY:. History is now examined by means of a terminal written examination 

(80%) and a report on a research study (20%). The terminal examination will include 

compulsory documents-based elements. The report on a research study will be submitted 

in advance of the terminal written exam. This Research Study can be about any aspect of 

history, in any period.  The teacher will help with the completion of this work but the 

choice of subject matter is that of the student.  As this replaces the “special essay” which 

was examined in the old Leaving Certificate paper, less time is required for the exam, 

which has been reduced from a marathon of 3 hours 20 minutes to 2 hours 50 minutes.  

Ordinary level students follow an identical course, with a different emphasis in the way 

questions are asked on exam papers.  

The study of history at Leaving Certificate fulfils many of the general aims and principles 

of the Leaving Certificate programmes.  

• It emphasises the importance of individual thought.  

• It fosters a spirit of inquiry and critical thinking.  

• It helps to prepare students both for further education and for adult and working 

life.  

• It helps to prepare students for their role as active and participative citizens.  

• It helps students to structure thoughts in a logical way. 

Career Opportunities: An interest in, and knowledge of history are relevant to any career 

related to current affairs – Journalism, local and national radio and TV.  History is 

valuable as a background to studies in Law, Town planning, Architecture, Politics, 
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Economics, Sociology, Music, Art, Museum and Library work.  History is a good 

training for administration, management and the world of business in general.  History is 

a good all round education. 

 

 

 

In the simplest terms GEOGRAPHY is the study of where places are, what they are 

like, what life is like in them, and how and why they are changing.  It can help you 

to: read and use maps, atlases and diagrams; gain knowledge of the world and understand 

current events; appreciate different cultures in this country and abroad; become aware of 

the physical and human environments.  In addition, knowledge, skills and attitudes 

learned in Geography can help you to understand topics in other subjects.  

Geography provides an effective method for asking questions about:  places, the natural 

environment and the capacity of the earth to support human life.  It involves a pattern of 

enquiry that begins with two essential questions:  why are such things located in those 

particular places and how do those particular places affect our lives?  

Content of Course: The geography course consists of a range of core units( Short 

questions, Physical, Regional,) Elective (Economic / Social) Optional for Higher Level 

students-the Atmosphere-Ocean Environment).  The Geographical Investigation 

(Fieldwork) is mandatory and is worth 20% (H) and (O). The report on the Geographical 

Investigation will be submitted in advance of the terminal exam. Therefore the terminal 

exam is worth 80% (H) and (O).  

Geography as a preparation for a career: You are not alone if you do not yet know what 

you want to do in life.  Geography gives you a wide foundation from which you may 

choose many options.  It provides excellent preparation for fields such as environmental 

science, engineering, surveying, mapping, remote sensing, geology, hydrology, 

meteorology, land use planning, managing economic development at home and abroad.  

It is closely allied to business in the areas of industrial locations, transport networks, 
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markets at home and throughout the world.  Geographers are important to banks and 

other investment firms.  

 

MUSIC is, in its own right, a way of “knowing” and a form of knowledge and it also 

encourages the cognitive processes used in other subject areas. It is an immensely useful 

subject.  

The new syllabus - first examined in 1999 - continues to emphasise the integration of the 

three activity areas introduced at Junior Certificate level:  

1. Performance (25%): Students may perform individually or as a group (Senior choir, 

band etc). The standard required is that of a student who has been performing in a school 

context for 5 years. They may also combine two activities. e.g singing and playing an 

instrument. 

2. Listening (25%) - includes: (a) Four prescribed works of different historical context; 

(b) Irish music; (c) General aural skills, i.e. rhythm, melody, vocal & instrumental 

timbres  

3. Composition (25%) - includes: melodic & harmonic composition, melody writing, 

adding chord symbols (e.g. guitar chords) to melody, adding bass notes (base line) to 

melody, exploring various styles of writing from popular to ‘classical’.  

4. Remaining (25 %) applies to Higher Level only.  Students may undertake any one of 

the above activities as a “higher elective” e.g. performance, listening or composition 

could total 50 % of total. Ordinary level students can take whichever activity they have 

scored the highest in and this will be 50%. 

The syllabus structure has been adopted to provide a fully balanced musical experience 

central to which is the development of musicality.  
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Career Areas: applicants with a well-rounded education are more likely to be successful 

in this competitive age. Music is useful for media work or studies, teaching, music 

therapy, music technology, sound engineering, public relations, library work, 

communications, performance and music at third level.  

Note: it is possible to begin this syllabus with little knowledge of music theory or history  

but a working knowledge of a musical instrument (piano, guitar, voice etc) is desirable. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION is one of the most important forces shaping history, 

culture, and personal experience. To understand religion is to understand and develop a 

stance towards the most pressing concerns in life. The approach to this study stresses 

critical reading and writing skills, a broad base of global understanding, and reflection on 

ethical issues. Given the importance of moral, social, aesthetic, and other value questions 

in our lives, religion will expand your educational horizons. It will give you insight into 

the human condition as well as an international understanding of this and other cultures. 

Course Content :The course consists of three units: 

 

Unit One:  The search for meaning and values- the foundation module for the whole 

Leaving Certificate Religious education module course explores how people over the 

centuries have sought to answer the great questions about the meaning of life. This 

section includes an introduction to the history of philosophy from ancient Greece to 

modern times. 

Unit Two: 

Any two of: Christianity: origins and contemporary expressions; World religions; Moral 

decision-making 

Unit Three: 

Any one of the following (excluding the two sections designated for coursework): 

Religion and gender; Issues of justice and peace; Worship, prayer, and ritual; The Bible: 

literature and sacred text; Religion: the Irish experience; Religion and science. 
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Assessment:  For the Leaving Certificate examination, the assessment procedure has two 

elements:1. Coursework (20%),  2.Terminal written paper (80%). 

Career Opportunities: The study of religion educates you in skills of analysis, 

interpretation, and comparison, and gives you a solid grounding in global cultures and 

social issues. This makes it relevant to any of the fields in which religion plays a role, as 

well as those that require similar skills of analysis and understanding. These include: 

Law, Journalism, International Business, Psychology, Social Work, Counselling, Politics, 

Medicine, Philosophy, Allied Health Professions, Religious Professions, Education. 

HOME ECONOMICS: This subject is offered at both higher and ordinary level. Classes 

are organised to suit the learning styles and aspirations of students at varying abilities. 

Although it is an advantage to have studied it at Junior Certificate, it is not a requirement. 

The subject is both practical and theoretical. The theory accounts for 80% of the marks at 

Leaving Certificate. The theory covers a wide variety of areas ranging from: 

The knowledge and understanding of food and food related issues. 

Nutrition 

Consumer Studies,  

The management of money, 

 Appliances used in the home, how they work etc. 

Sociology 

Laws relating to consumer studies, the family and food. 

Textiles studies. 

The practical element of the subject accounts for 20% of the marks at Leaving 

Certificate. These marks are acquired by completing 4 practical cooking assignments 
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linked to food and nutrition accompanied by a written account. Students are guided and 

monitored by their Home economics teacher throughout the completion of each task. This 

practical element of the course is completed by the end of 5th year therefore increasing 

their potential for higher grades. 

 

Career Opportunities: 

Home Economics is an ideal foundation for many careers. The diversity of the subject 

means it is an ideal choice for anyone interested in areas such as the Food industry (one 

of Ireland’s largest employment sectors), Social work, Nursing, Education and 

Management. 

 

Have you ever thought of the following questions? 

-What’s in the food we eat? 

-How does our body use food? 

-How are foods made? 

-How do ingredients work in recipes? 

-What makes us buy certain products and how are we persuaded to buy products? 

-What rights do we have as consumers of goods and services? 

-How does a microwave cook food? 

If any of these questions seem interesting to you then Home Economics might be a 

subject to follow at Leaving Certificate level 
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Disclaimer: Information provided is only a helpful guideline; it is essential to 

consult college literature and websites for appropriate and precise entry 

requirements. 
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