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Junior Cycle: A broad education for your 
daughter

• The new Junior Cycle places the student at 
the centre of the learning process.

• It allows for new ways of learning and a 
broader range of skills to be assessed.



Principles, Key Skills and Statements of 
Learning

• Underpinning the new Junior Cycle are a set of Principles, 
Key Skills and Statements of Learning.

• Your daughter will have access to a varied curriculum of 
knowledge, understandings, skills and values.



Principles

• Eight principles underpin 
the Framework for Junior 
Cycle. 
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Junior Cycle Subjects



Subjects for Junior Cycle

A maximum of 10 subjects can be studied.

In Presentation Secondary School we offer

10 subjects

or 

9 subjects plus 2 short courses



Short Courses

Schools may offer short courses on their Junior 
Cycle programme. 

In Presentation Secondary School we offer

• PE

• Artistic Performance

• Coding



Other Learning Experiences

• Students will have the opportunity to engage with a 
range of other learning experiences as part of their 
Junior Cycle programme and these can be recorded 
on the JCPA. 



They could also include extracurricular activities, such as:

• membership of the school student council or school clubs and 
societies

• participation in school sporting activities



Student Wellbeing

Your daughter’s wellbeing is of central importance to her 
educational success and overall happiness. Wellbeing is a core 
part of your daughter’s Junior Cycle experience.
This area of learning includes

• Physical Education (PE)

• Civic, Social and Political Education (CSPE)

• Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) 



Assessment



Each subject will have

• Classroom Based Assessments (CBA)

• An Assessment Task

• A State Examination in June



Classroom Based Assessments (CBA)

• Students will complete 
one CBA in second year 
and one in third year in 
most subjects. 

• The CBA will be assessed 
by the subject teacher.

• Students doing Short 
courses will complete one 
CBA in each Short Course.

CBAs will be reported on in 
the JCPA using the following 
descriptors:

• Exceptional

• Above Expectations

• In Line with Expectations

• Yet to Meet Expectations



Assessment Task

Once the second Classroom-Based Assessment (CBA) 
is completed, students in third year will complete a 
written Assessment Task.

• Worth 10% of the overall mark for the final 
examination. 

• Corrected by the State Exams Commission with the final 
exam in June of third year.



State Examination in June

At the end of Third Year, students will sit the final SEC 
examination in June, which will account for 90% of the 
SEC grade.

Higher and Ordinary level available in English, Irish and 
Maths

All other subjects are offered at Common level.

The results of these exams along with the CBAs will be 
recorded on the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement.



Reporting



Reporting in Junior Cycle

Schools will regularly:

• Provide information to parents about their child’s 
achievement and progress

• Support students in their learning by suggesting next steps 
and providing feedback to help students’ self-evaluation.



Reporting

• The reporting process at Junior Cycle will culminate 
in the award of a certificate to students of their 
achievement in Junior Cycle.

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA). 

• The JCPA will reflect a much wider range of your 
daughter’s achievements over the three years of 
Junior Cycle. 



Language of Reporting

Instead of A, B, C, D, E, F 
and NG the following 
descriptors will now be used:

• Distinction 90 to 100%

• Higher Merit 75 to 89%

• Merit 55 to 74%

• Achieved 40 to 54%

• Partially Achieved 20 to 
39%

• NG (not graded) 0 to 19%



Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement

• Subjects (State 
Examination and 
Assessment Task)

• Classroom Based 
Assessments

• Short courses

• Other Learning 
Experiences



Thank you


